
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 



Engaging, Embracing, and Exciting East Texans 

through inspiring musical performance!  

That is the East Texas Symphony Orchestra’s core purpose – to 

grow the humanity of the people we serve and engage through 

orchestral experiences. At ETSO, we believe that orchestras 

inspire the individual, create cultural and civic value, contribute 

to the education and development of children and to lifelong 

learning while enhancing quality of life.  Orchestras add impact 

by fostering the creativity of musicians and engaging the public 

in the extraordinary experience of live orchestral performance; 

feeding the soul of an engaged community. 

Community engagement has moved from the periphery to the 

center of dialogue in our field. Research literature suggests that 

an arts organization’s responsiveness to its community is a core element of its creative 

capacity. Community relevance cannot be achieved through advocacy or branding. 

Fundamentally, community relevance is a way of thinking, and a way of acting, that 

respects and acknowledges the interests, needs and aspirations of the community.  

Engaged within our symphony structure, we address artistic vibrancy and programming, 

fiscal stability, and leadership at the governance, management and musician levels. We are 

committed to community engagement and collaboration, and to forging 

a rich, interactive community of followers within our community. 

Join us! Be part of our creative capacity! 

  

Nancy B. Wrenn 
President/Executive Director 

NANCY@ETSO.ORG 

2014-2015 YEAR IN REVIEW 

 The 2014-2015 Concert Season kicked off with the 

first annual free community concert event, Lunch 

with the Symphony on the Square. 

 The Subscription Concert Series featured a 

diverse group of world renowned guest artists – 

Cliburn Gold Medalist Vadym Kholodenko, The 

Romeros (guitar quartet), and Fiddler Natalie 

MacMaster. 

 Music Director & Conductor Richard Lee extended 

his contract for a second three-year term at the 

end of the 2014-2015 concert season. 

 The ETSO Presents at Liberty Hall series gave 

access to a variety of programming with the 

family-friendly Polar Express concert, 2nd Annual 

Jazz Spectacular featuring Mark Mullins, and 2nd 

Annual Piano Festival featuring classical pianist 

Fabio Parrini. 

 ETSO received Better Business Bureau 

accreditation as a charitable organization. 

 The third year of Carnegie Hall Link Up for 

elementary students expanded beyond Tyler ISD to 

include private schools and rural districts hosting 

over 3,400 students in the culminating concerts. 

 Community business partnerships were a focus 

with the launch of the Symphony Partner Guild 

program, the Savour the Moment special event 

presented and hosted by High Hill Farm, and the 

continued transportation partnership with our 

friends at Hall Buick GMC. 

Join Us! 
 

 

ETSO STAFF 
Music Director & Conductor 

Richard Lee 

Director of Development 
Vel Williamson 

Director of Finance & Human Resources 
Rise’ Jones 

Director of Patron Services 
Kathy Housby 

 



2014-2015  
Executive Committee  

D.M. Edwards, Chairman 

Tony Farmer, Chair-Elect 

Gregory S. Adcock, Treasurer 

Deborah Harris, Vice-Chair 
Governance 

Randall J. Cook, Vice-Chair 

Strategic Planning 

Betty Bower, Vice-Chair 
Development 

Joi Smith, Vice-Chair  
Artist Advisory 

Gregory Smith, Past-
Chairman 

Dr. Cheryl Rogers, President 
Women’s Symphony League 

Linda Rowe, President-Elect 
Women’s Symphony League 

2014-2015 
Board of Directors 

Danny Allen 

Donna Bundy 

Thomas Clyde 

Corey Coleman 

Verna Hall 

Joyce J. Hudnall 

Laura Hyde 

Kate Iglesias 

Donna Johnson 

Laura Johnston 

Pam Lisner 

Peter McCook 

Mary Meyers 

Lisa Safford 

Treacey Smith 

Allison Thompson 

Gail Wallace 

Steve Wiggs 

Laura Koenig Young 

Dr. Marilyn Young 

Virginia “Ginger” Young 

HISTORY OF THE  
EAST TEXAS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

The vision of Mrs. W. C. Windsor and efforts of members of the Music Committee of the 

Tyler Women’s Forum culminated in the creation of the Tyler Symphony Orchestra;  first 

performing March 16, 1936.  A four-concert season, under the direction of three 

successive conductors, was presented each year until the group disbanded during the 

Second World War.  In 1950, community leaders revived orchestra operations. Joseph 

Kirshbaum of the North Texas State University music faculty was named resident 

conductor, successfully leading the symphony until his retirement in 1978.  

The Orchestra was renamed the East Texas Symphony Orchestra in 

1954.  Since its inception, orchestra operations have grown from a 

budget of $25,000 to a current budget of approximately $970,000 

administered by a management team of a President & Executive 

Director, Director of Development, Director of Finance & Human 

Resources, and Director of Patron Services.  The organization is 

governed by the East Texas Symphony Orchestra Association Board of 

Directors, composed of over 30 volunteers from the community who 

represent a variety of professions and skill sets.   

The hiring of Richard Lee in 2012 as ETSO’s 10th Music Director and Conductor marked the start of a new phase of 

development for the orchestra.  Orchestra personnel are an ensemble of professional musicians from East Texas area 

and the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex region. 

PROGRAMMING 

The East Texas Symphony Orchestra Association produces a five-concert 

subscription orchestra series at the 2,000 seat UT Tyler Cowan Center, a 

program series of diverse musical offerings in the 300-seat downtown venue, 

Liberty Hall, with periodic collaborative performances in those and other 

venues as underwriting opportunities arise. Because of a commitment to life-

long learning, ETSO’s educational engagement activities have focused on a 

variety of offerings over the years. From the Kirshbaum violin instruction, 

Mrs. W. C. Windsor 
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2015-2016 
Board of Directors 

Dr. Charles Alworth 

Mitch Andrews 

Ed Broussard 

Donna Bundy 

Corey Coleman 

Verna Hall 

Joyce J. Hudnall 

Laura Hyde 

Kate Iglesias 

Donna Johnson 

Laura Johnston 

Peter McCook 
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Lisa Safford 

Treacey Smith 
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Allison Thompson 

Gail Wallace 

Steve Wiggs 

Laura Koenig Young 

Dr. Marilyn Young 

 

which was instrumental in launching early strings programs in local schools, to 

exposing students of all grade levels to master classes by guest artists brought in 

to perform with the orchestra, ETSO is dedicated to music education.  

The current 

elementary 

educational series 

is entering into its 

third year and 

features connecting and exposing students and 

educators directly to music education through the 

Carnegie Hall Link Up program. Each year, the Link Up 

program culminates with students performing on-stage 

and from the audience with the professional musicians 

of ETSO where, for many, it is their first live symphonic 

performance experience. 

COLLABORATION 

Throughout its history, ETSO has collaborated with a variety of community partners including entities such as 

Breckenridge Village, the Discovery Science Place museum, East Texas Food Bank, East Texas Youth Orchestra, 

the Tyler Independent School District, Tyler Public Library, Tyler Museum of Art, Young Audiences of Northeast 

Texas and two of the area’s institutions of higher education, Tyler Junior College and 

the University of Texas at Tyler. 

During the 2014-2015 concert season, the focus of collaborative effort was toward 

businesses. ETSO was excited to introduce a new program designed specifically for 

businesses that support the arts in our community. The Symphony Partner Guild 

provides access to a multi-year commitment for which members receive benefits that 

include, but aren’t limited to: 

 premier recognition at all ETSO events throughout each concert season 

 inclusion in ETSO marketing (i.e. season announcements, program books, etc.) 

 online recognition with a link to your website and social media 
 



Businesses benefit from having a healthy orchestra in the community. Orchestras fuel local economies, attract new business, educate young 
people, and - through the power of music - unite individuals and cultures in times of public celebration and healing. The leading businesses in our 
area show commitment to the arts through a membership in the Symphony Partner Guild; a partnership that reflects the shared vision that 
classical music enhances the quality of life and continued economic growth of the Tyler community.  

SUPPORT 

Community leaders, whose ranks included Mrs. Varina G. Powell, a Tyler Symphony violinist, and Roger A. Harris, manager of the Chamber of 

Commerce, revived orchestra operations in 1950. A reflection of the community support for the ETSO, since its inception in 1955, the Women’s 

Symphony League of Tyler, Inc. has remained the most significant contributor. Additional funding comes from individual and corporate 

community support, grant funding through public and private foundations, and endowment support from the East Texas Symphony Orchestra 

Foundation. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

Throughout its history, ETSO has offered a variety of opportunities for patrons to engage with the concert 

experience.  ETSO hosted its 2014-2015 Concert Season kick-off event by inviting the public to “enjoy lunch with 

the Symphony on the Square” in downtown Tyler on Friday, September 26, 2014 from 10am – 2pm.  

By inviting the Tyler-area community to enjoy Lunch with the Symphony on the Square, ETSO provided live, free 

classical musical performances by ensembles of ETSO musicians hosted by Music Director Richard Lee.  

The event hosted an audience of approximately 225 ranging from 

downtown area business professionals, senior citizens, and families 

with children. Additionally, approximately 90 children, age 3 to 5 

years, from  area day care centers were in attendance to enjoy lunch 

(provided free of charge) and the musical performance.   

ETSO’s goal with this project was to effectively promote the 

upcoming season while engaging and enlightening the 

community, including children, of the diverse musical 

repertoire provided by the symphony through the 

presentation of classical musical works by professional 

musicians.  
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2014 - 2015 Income 
Annual Fund

Concerts

ETCF: Braithwaite

Educational Programs

ETSO Foundation

Fundraising

Interest

Liberty Hall

Orchestral Shell

Other Income

Program Advertising

Ticket sales

Women's Symphony League

NET ASSETS 

Unrestricted         (29,121) 
Temporarily restricted            844,566 
Permanently restricted    2,237,907 
Total net assets     3,053,352 
Total liabilities and net assets  $3,284,341 
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2014-2015 Expenses 

Concerts and
Programs

Fundraising

Management and
General

Through our 2014-2015 concert season programming, we continued to encourage an appreciation for and participation in 

the arts for a constituency of all ages in our commitment to lifelong learning and through our emphasis on community 

engagement.   

From Noon Notes, an interactive and lively dialogue with the ETSO Music 

Director Richard Lee and guest soloists that takes place the day before each 

subscription concert, to Opening Notes with Jim Broussard that offers concert 

insights to all subscribers and ticket holders immediately prior to each concert 

performance. Additional outreach to encourage lifelong learning is conducted 

by Music Director Richard Lee through onsite presentations at active senior living facilities and one-

on-one mentoring sessions through the Literacy Council of Tyler. 

ETSO BY THE NUMBERS 

   

The mission of the East Texas Symphony Orchestra is to engage, 

embrace, and excite the East Texas community through  

inspiring musical performance. 
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